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On the Simplification of Chinese Characters in Taiwan:
A Perspective of Corpus Linguistics
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Abstract Corpus linguistics methods were applied to prove that there is simplification phenomenon of Chinese
characters in Taiwan. Firstly, a Taiwan Chinese corpus was built up with a large number of texts from media,
government website and blog. Secondly, with statistics from corpus, it was proved that civilians in Taiwan prefer to
use those popular Chinese characters with fewer strokes, which implies a simplification phenomenon. Lastly, the
authors analyzed several influential factors of the simplification of Chinese characters in Taiwan, including

simplified Chinese from mainland, Chinese character encoding and Chinese IME.
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Table 2 Relative frequency of several simplified Chinese characters in news corpus
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Table 3 Relative frequency of character Shai in corpus
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Table 5 Relative frequency of several simplified Chinese characters in Taiwan Chinese corpus

itk FERLPE SR A L R AT AR %

Al HIXTIE CNA il BIBEH To /N S JEEiH UNIHETEi A1 msn £1% yahoo &it
15 T5AGHF 80.79 98.05 70.49 81.96 54.78 59.16 65.30 70.22
b W/ 3.82 2333 14.10 16.09 8.38 13.19 13.70 13.26
R HIH 6.73 6.12 3.56 474 1023 9.09 9.74 5.70
H H/H 0 28.00 21.96 96.60 2.75 727 1125 28.99
ik Sl /Bt 41.89 72.92 15.84 60.50 27.70 4944 51.44 3735

LI b TR AT KRG GRS TR ) Bk A (% E AT ITAR ) A B 7 bl 7RI U

@ ZiERHE A http://corpus.superfection.com/corpus_sc.html #ETH R .



FSL A WORHETR F A T 0 A BT AR

i ] Al o< 5 e B R B A T N <R

Xt ¥k A KBGO, Skl
TP At Co B, AR AR (B 5 7 B R IE A )
R g3k, R Rkl R IR, R
FET S0 PR, AEATF A DI ILEIRGE
PA IR AR e rp A SO R B, $RAE i 1B A
DT, AR TR WER, T 763 a3
F A E AR, 3.3 R R0 E v A
S ZE SR W g, AR PT REJEAE X A AL S0 B
FIBR SN 1M 20 85 0 Z B S5, AN TR IE
TR, 0 e 1 5 A o R AR A% 8 S Ak
4.2 NFYREG

1224455 BALEHMR I 52, BUF4niis 2
BIEHFI BN — A EEF K, Bigs WAL LA
VA b X 5 AT AL g =X, RS CF
E PR R ) (o HE AR iRk ) &
CHRMTR, WOERDLF 13000 24, (EARW N
SRR S RAR 5, W e fg il 85
&, P EOGR S R A E A8 0 AT AL R IR
H R

UEAER, AN G T A e 7 2 A B K 1y ]
Frbr#E Unicode HEAT4mA%, (HH A gRA7F7E A/ 1)
M. N, B2 EBUFAE Unicode Hg A S 2 [
— b R R AR R 22 50, i 3 DU E R A
MR g2 S . HENFIRRE, XMAF
2 AN K, XA e 75 0 1% R FH [] — 2 i 5l AS ]
T R S B

1K Unicode 3 7 & fith 1 L 1) 122 it IR 2 7
Rl H . ERAEE 4 H IR Unicode BB £ 381X
TR, AIERATE— e Em P iy &K B
5 G EE i, HRAR D P TSR Y B R
TR — B I AR ER . A RCET
o S A SR AR U ol 8 i < TH 208 ;i K i
o P B DU A < DA A DR B0 S0, F 1965 4R
EIT CENRE N E IR ) , A F I,
AAHHFIE I 22 SR IA R R B R, 451k
W AR P DUFRXAE, 7E Unicode HI T AN [A]
M Gfi o (HSEPR b, XA IR 2 5 2 W — I A
[l AR T BB A 22 5, B YT ) A4 A

@© MeAb$RE Iy T E (4RI B A

- — \
2 H EZ K 4L W oo
o G = R NES
EHEZEZ KX LE H am

E 2 Unicode ## A EABFEREEFTLRAEAFEMIER
Fig. 2 Chinese Characters with same Unicode but different
structure in mainland and Taiwan

&% ji,ﬁ,[ﬂ PR E@ ()
@E ﬂt ?E Vq *= Eﬂ (S )

E 3 Unicode 79 RBFEMFEFIREFHEMNER
Fig. 3 Chinese Characters with different Unicode but similar
structure in mainland and Taiwan

4.3 HXENE

TEAS BAL R HE R AR, SO ARt
S E N F R — N EERE . WWFEmALE
BAEFIE AL M S ALY /1 Bl
B TRAT BT A TR T, WU AR G R Ky Ak
IR A, T AR SR T AL,
Horpor i S A B 0 P B o

FRRAGER, ] — 3 6 N f A 5 1] ) HE B
JERF %oF 5 V8 D I A — W . 7R X
KFEH AN, X T gL E AT,
SR PRHE T SR (R AR BN 1) . & 6
SR N T 2 e X B 43 5 LR A T A Y
MANO . EHAREHP ST, FiETEA
Ve B4 32 A6 1) K 4 T £ Y L R g ) D
S, g 6 TR, TR T A B
YR R B b s Rl = B B N i AN i i = 7
T et AN ] A << J) 7, 3 A5 ] — 2 SR = > 15t
FRETE 8
4.4 EAEEMNFmMEZE

B AN SR VG iz R RN . A
1976 4EMAE ( FifART M) BITA, Bk r
P 5 e E R R 0 4 — 30, (EUBI 3% i H ok 7 R
AT ) 2 fifi AR 70 B T B A A AR
HEBRFFEVNER, 2 RAFRIRTZmE 0

A EER.

@ EMRE—AWFEREE. T4 RBD, BRRAAETIE2ES, EMRRE—DNT, B2YRAFE -5,
@ FIH A DT MIE AT R, KRG G A 0B A TR R A S BVE T 5O A, Tl A DT R AT

A, KRB DE Ak RIS T 55 A



LR 22 (H AR B2

R6 FEFWNEETHEBANFHER

Table 6 Input result of New Zhuyin IME using full word
input style
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